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that time prevailed in official quarters. The Exchequer had
long been in the habit of receiving money paid in on account
of similar impositions, and nearly half a century had passed
since the slightest question had been raised of their legality.
But before proceeding further, the Government determined to
take a legal opinion. That opinion being favorable, the Lord
Treasurer was directed to reimpose the former duties.1

There was no intention, on the part of the Government, of
pressing hardly upon the merchants. It was customary, instead
of paying duties of this kind immediately upon the landing
of the goods, to give bonds that the money would be forth-
^6o coming after a certain interval of time. Nearly a year
Arrears for- passed, and the payments due upon the bonds which
glven* had been given had not beeia made. The Lord
Treasurer was met by objections, and declarations of inability
to pay.2 Upon this, in November, 1604, the whole subject was
taken once more into consideration,3 and a discharge was
granted to the merchants of the whole of their arrears, estimated
at about 6,ooo/., upon the understanding that, in future, the
imposition would be paid.

In 1605 the state of the Levant trade was again under
the notice of the Government. Though the monopoly had
ceased, the old company still continued to trade as a
fce-estabiish- private association. Under its altered circumstances,
Levanfcom- however, its members were no longer able to support
panyona the ambassador and the consuls. Debts had been

new footing.

incurred in the East, and fears were entertained lest
the Turkish authorities should seize the buildings and other
property of the society.4 The merchants requested Salisbury
to obtain for them the re-establishment of the company on a
new footing; and, after receiving from Popham an assurance

1  Council to Dorset, Oct. 31, 1603, S. P. Dow. iv. 46.

2  Docquet of letter, July 23, 1604, S. P. Docq.

5 Docquet of discharge, Nov. 10, 1604, S. P. Docq.

Petition of the Levant Merchants, July. R. Stapers to Salisbury,
July 8, S. P. Dom. xv. 3 and 4. "If," Salisbury wrote, " there might be
some project only to incorporate all merchants (that are the King's sub-
jects), without any such injurious exclusion as it was before, then all such